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Apostrophe campaign ends due to SEHE
‘ignorance and laziness'
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They linger above our letters, they wander around the endings of our words -
but apostrophes, it seems, are an endangered species. The Apostrophe
Protection Society - yes there really is one - says their future is, well, up in the
air.
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The society's ninety-six-year-old chairman, John Richards, says they're vital, yet
people have struggles with these squiggles. Mr Richards has agonised over
apostrophes for nearly two decades, but now says, thanks to the likes of texting
and Twitter, people have simply stopped using them.
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Mr Richards says his society for this abused and misused punctuation mark is
now closing, heralding what, for some, might be called an ‘apostrophe
catastrophe’.
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1. WILER

linger

wander around

endangered species Willlin K 48 K1)

up in the air R AR

vital ESP Q)

squiggles SofhihriEg, HELSMT
agonised CRE b TR 9 v (1)
abused i

punctuation mark A=K ERE)

heralding

T - oo oo IR

catastrophe

GME

2. JEEME: WEREEE, BETHRE. (EFERRLTIO

1. What is the name of the group trying to protect the use of the apostrophe?

2. How long has John Richards's campaign for the correct use of apostrophes
lasted for?

3. What is he blaming for the decline in the use of apostrophes?
4. In this sentence from the report, is the apostrophe used correctly? “The

societys’ ninety-six-year-old chairman, John Richards, says they're vital, yet people
have struggles with these squiggles.”

Media English ©British Broadcasting Corporation 2020
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 2 of 3



3. 5%
1. What is the name of the group trying to protect the use of the apostrophe?
The campaign group is called The Apostrophe Protection Society.

2. How long has John Richards's campaign for the correct use of apostrophes,
lasted for?

Mr Richards has agonised over apostrophes for nearly two decades - so nearly
20 years.

3. What is he blaming for the decline in the use of apostrophes?

He says because of things like texting and Twitter, people have simply stopped
using apostrophes.

4. In this sentence from the report, is the apostrophe used correctly? “The
societys’ ninety-six-year-old chairman, John Richards, says they're vital, yet people

have struggles with these squiggles.”

This is incorrect. ‘The societys’...” should be written ‘The society’s...".
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