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Study measures urban light pollution with [JESEESS
satellite

— Tt 5T A L E W BT 65 R R

—AERRER 1 K 30 2HATH. FEET 10 BRSBER T HERREHAELH
FEERIE

As well as obscuring our view of a naturally dark night sky with that all-too-
familiar glow, artificial light can disrupt our sleep and affect our health. It also
affects wildlife, disrupting the natural light-dark cycle that insects, birds and

other animals are tuned into.
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To get to the root of the problem, the city of Tucson, Arizona, dimmed its 14,000
streetlights while researchers used a satellite to measure the effect. Capturing
an image of the city at 01:30 every morning revealed that 80% of the urban light
that was wasted by being beamed upward into space was from non-streetlight

sources, including billboards, signs, floodlights, and facades.
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The International Dark Sky Association estimates that unnecessary or inefficient

artificial light wastes about three billion US Dollars every year. Turning it off

could reduce our energy consumption while most of us are fast asleep.
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obscuring R, I
glow it
artificial light Ni&E Y
dimmed L
streetlights AT, BRAT
satellite Nig A
beamed KIG, S
billboards KA
floodlights ZI6AT
facades AHY I SLIA
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turning off
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energy consumption
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1. True or false? Artificial light can affect both humans and wild animals.

2. Which city did researchers look at?

3. What were the main sources of urban light at night, according to the study?

4. What could turning off unnecessary and inefficient artificial light do?
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1. True or false? Artificial light can affect both humans and wild animals.

True. Artificial light can disrupt our sleep and affect our health. It can also
disrupt the light-dark cycle that some wild animals are tuned into.

2. Which city did researchers look at?
They looked at the city of Tucson in Arizona.
3. What were the main sources of urban light at night, according to the study?

They were non-streetlight sources, including billboards, signs, floodlights, and
facades.

4. What could turning off unnecessary and inefficient artificial light do?

It could reduce energy consumption while most of us are fast asleep.
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