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Ocean pollutants 'have negative effect on [JESEESS
male fertility'
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PCBs were once used in everything from plastics to paints. They were banned in
the 1980s, but the chemicals take a long time to break down and can linger in

the oceans, accumulating in the blubber of whales, dolphins and porpoises.
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Scientists have long suspected PCBs might reduce the pregnancy rate of
females. Now, research on hundreds of harbour porpoises washed up around the

UK over the past decade raises concerns about male fertility too.
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Scientists at the Zoological Society of London say harbour porpoises exposed to

PCBs had smaller testicles, suggesting an effect on sperm count and fertility.

They say while this is preliminary research, which needs to be confirmed, more

must be done to clean up the oceans.
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1. True or false? PCBs can stay in the oceans for a long time.

2. When were PCBs banned?

3. What have scientists long suspected about the effect of PCBs?

4. What concerns does the new research raise?

Media English ©British Broadcasting Corporation 2021
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 3 of 4



3. &R
1. True or false? PCBs can stay in the oceans for a long time.

True. The chemicals take a long time to break down and can linger in the
oceans.

2. When were PCBs banned?
They were banned in the 1980s.
3. What have scientists long suspected about the effect of PCBs?

Scientists have long suspected PCBs might reduce the pregnancy rate of
female whales, dolphins and porpoises.

4. What concerns does the new research raise?

The new research on harbour porpoises raises concerns about PCBs reducing
male fertility too.
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